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In Deceinb~r 20.08, an EPA fact sheet annoiince.d the avail~bility of the Tecbni~al Assistance 
Services for Conµptinities {TASC) program for its work at the Santa Sµsana Field Laboratory 
(SSFL). · The TASC is fu.nded and man.aged- under a Il~tion~I EPA contract, . and provides an 
indepen<Jent envitorunent~l expert .to ~~ist the community to undex:stand EPA's work and 
provide input into the p.rocess. ' · 

Initially, two groups made formal expressions of interest in receiving TASC services, followed 
later by a thirc~ group. Through numerous discus~ions· with various active members of the 
commµnity, EPA le.µ,ied that there was opposition to TASC. 

On May 27, ioo9, a TASC tnforrp_~tional meeth.1g was attended by a TASC .contr~tor and many · 
comntµ.nity rtic:;mbei:-s wpo expres~,ed strongly-held opposing viewpoints. While some attendees 
support¢d TASC ·.µid w.anted to receive T ASG ·services, o"thers \\'.ere opposed to TASC being 
mad_e av~~able tp ·3:11y group._ · 

Some atiendees q9estioned ,th~ TASC program's ability t~ find~ independent technical advisor 
sufficiently_qu.iiHJi.e_d to .riview the highly tec@ic~J radiological 4ocum~ni~. Others cl~imed ihat · 
the existing SSFL 'Int¢.rag~ncy w Qrkgt.Qµp waS. S\lffi~iynt to meet their ne~. and protested the 
addit~orial _pie~ti_t;i$s _they would ht1ve to attend. Som~ we~~ concenied .th&t TASC would not be 
focused ··cm EP;A··s work but . ~n )ong-deb.a~eg so4Ic¢~ of the' original: contamination and 
challenges ab9~·t clail'n,ei:1, p~t heaJU,i impacts. 

"EPA spent con'sid~r~ble time con·sidering ~Ii . of the comments received at the informational 
mee~ing;· and throu·gh 'phone c;,tlls and direct conversations. EPA attempted to find a process to 

· provide T ASC ·service~· that was ·1n~~).l~ive of various perspectives while addressing concerns . 

. Based 01). sigqip_c·~(6p'pbsiti_oii· to . TASC, EPA Regjo·q P< ~~;. d~cided not· to provide TASC 
· services f.pr its .ra'dio~bgic~f sµrvey · work at t_he SSFL, c1t the pi-eserit tiri}e .. ,EPA remains open to 
providirtgj' Ase servi~e~ if'an appropnate process can be established or ·potentially folded into 
the: pijoiic paittcipation effo~ of the State agency that. has lead. resp~nsibility for the cleanup, 
D.TSC . 
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EPA's TASC contract manager, Luis Garcia-Bak:arich, is currently on extended Family Leave. 
For questions about the TASC program, please contact Dana Barton at 415-972-3087. For 
questions about EPA's community involvement activities at SSFL, please contact myself at 415-
972-3245 or at EPA's toll-free message line, 800-231-3075, or via e.:mail at 

. cooper.david@epa.gov. 

David Cooper 
Community Involvement Coordinator 




